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American Community Survey 
(ACS) 

• Recent releases: 
– 2011 1-year ACS (4th year of collection) 
– 2009-2011 3-year ACS 

• Improvements to the Factfinder system 
(http://factfinder2.census.gov/) 

• ACS Brief 
– Disability Characteristics of Income-based 

Government Assistance Recipient in the United 
States: 2011 (to be released soon) 

http://factfinder2.census.gov/
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Upcoming from the ACS 

• EEO Special Tabulation 
– To be released on FactFinder in 2013 
– 7 Tables including detailed occupation, industry, 

employment and earnings information across 
disability status, race, and sex. 

• 2008-2012 5-year ACS data products 
– Data for all counties, places, and census tracts 
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Survey of Income and Program 
Participation (SIPP) 

• 2008 Panel 
– Topical modules up to wave 9 released 

• Adult and child functional limitations 
• Work disability history 
• Informal caregiving 

– Americans with Disabilities: 2010 released 
this past July 

• In development:  SIPP-EHC (2014) 



Americans with Disabilities: 2010 

• Highlights 
– 56.7 million people 

(18.7 percent) with 
disabilities in U.S.  

– Statistically 
unchanged from 2005 

• Age-adjustment 
• Economic well-being 

over the previous 24 
months 

6 



7 

Unadjusted and Age-adjusted 
Disability Rates 

19.0% 

17.9% 

18.6% 

18.3% 

17.6% 

18.1% 

20.1% 

17.3% 

18.7% 

19.8% 

17.4% 

18.7% 

Female

Male

Total

Unadjusted                  Age-adjusted 

2010

2005

* denotes statistically significant difference between 2005 and 2010 estimates 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation, 2004 and 2008 Panels 

* 

* 



Types of Disability 
People age 15 and over 

3.3% 

3.1% 

12.6% 

1.5% 

8.2% 

Difficulty seeing

Difficulty hearing

Lower body limitations
(walking/climbing stairs)

Used a wheelchair

Upper body limitations
(lifting/grasping)

1.6% 

1.0% 

0.5% 

2.9% 

2.1% 

Learning disabilities

Alzheimer's, senility, or
dimentia

Intellectual disabilities

Depressed or anxious

Trouble concentrating

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation, 2008 Panel, Wave 6 Adult Functional Limitations Topical Module 
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Median Monthly Earnings and Family 
Income by Disability Status 

People age 21 to 64 years old 

$1,577 

$2,376 $2,402 

$3,959 

$2,724 

$4,771 

Median Monthly Earnings Median Monthly Family Income

Severe disability

Nonsevere disability

No disability

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation, 2008 Panel, Wave 6 Adult Functional Limitations Topical Module 



10 

Employment and Poverty Status by 
Disability Status 

Employment status for people age 21 to 64 years old 
Poverty status for people age 21 to 64 years old 

27.5% 28.6% 

71.2% 

17.9% 

79.1% 

14.3% 

Employed In poverty

Severe disability
Nonsevere disability
No disability

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation, 2008 Panel, Wave 6 Adult Functional Limitations Topical Module 
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Dynamics of Economic Well-being by 
Disability Status 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation, 2008 Panel 



New Disability Page 
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http://www.census.gov/people/disability/ 

http://www.census.gov/people/disability/
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Small Area Estimates Development 
(DEV) Project 

• Doing more with less ($$) 
• Small Area Disability Estimates 

– Combine ACS with SIPP to get sub-national estimates 
of specific disability definitions 

– Regression projection model 
• Synthetic values through imputation based on common set of 

variables as model predictors 
• Uses ACS geographic specificity 

– Bivariate area level model 
• Uses auxiliary data as model predictors 

 



Small Area Estimates DEV Project 
(cont.) 

• Begin with state estimates of: 
– With a disability (SIPP definition) 
– Severe disability 
– Wheelchair use 
– ADL/IADLs 
– DD/ID 

• Limited in scope 
• An evaluation project 

– Compare methods 
 

• Expandable 
• Part of a larger effort 

in using/improving 
SAE methods 
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Links 

• Disability Page 
– http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/disability/ 

• American FactFinder: 
– http://factfinder2.census.gov/ 

http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/disability/
http://factfinder2.census.gov/
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Contact Info 

 
Matthew Brault 
(301) 763-5637 
matthew.w.brault@census.gov 


	Disability Data @ Census:�Recent and Upcoming Work
	American Community Survey (ACS)
	Slide Number 3
	Upcoming from the ACS
	Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP)
	Americans with Disabilities: 2010
	Unadjusted and Age-adjusted�Disability Rates
	Types of Disability�People age 15 and over
	Median Monthly Earnings and Family Income by Disability Status�People age 21 to 64 years old
	Employment and Poverty Status by Disability Status�Employment status for people age 21 to 64 years old�Poverty status for people age 21 to 64 years old
	Dynamics of Economic Well-being by Disability Status
	New Disability Page
	Small Area Estimates Development (DEV) Project
	Small Area Estimates DEV Project (cont.)
	Links
	Contact Info

